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During my 1981 and 1983 Thai expeditions, I was able to collect seven specimens 
of the Oriental genus Acolanthes from the northern province of Chiang Mai with the 
assistance of my expedition colleagues. These specimens belong to four previously 
described species, Aeolanthes brochias MEYRICK, A. meniscias MEYRICK, A. 
deltogramma MEYRICK and A. rhodochrysa MEYRICK, all of which are here recorded 
from Thailand for the first time. This is the first record of Aeolanthes from Thailand. 

The specific determinations are based on comparisons of the Thai specimens with 
the types of the above-mentioned known species preserved in the collection of the 
British Museum (Natural History), London. These Thai specimens are deposited in the 
Entomological Laboratory, University of Osaka Prefecture, Sakai, and the 
Entomology and Zoology Division, Department of Agriculture, Bangkok. 

Before going further, I am much indebted to Drs H. KUROKO (Univ. Osaka 
Prefect.), A. LEWVANICH (Thai Dept. of Agric.), Y. ARITA (Meijo Univ.) and Y. 
YOSHIYASU (Kyoto Prefect. Univ.), all of my colleagues on the Expeditions, for their 
interest and help. I am also indebted to Dr T. WONGSIRI, Mr M. RUMAKOM and Mr 
C. CHANDRATAT, all of the Department of Agriculture, Thailand, for their generous 
support extended to me during my stay in Thailand. Last but not least, I wish to 
express my deep gratitude to Drs K. SATTLER and G. S. ROBINSON, both of the British 
Museum (Natural History), for allowing me the use of the admirable collection of the 
Museum. 


Aeolanthes MEYRICK 


MEYRICK, 1907, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 17: 739. Type species: Aeolanthes callidora MEYRICK, 
1907, by original designation. 


The following charcaters are noted in supplement to those given for the original 
description. l 

Forewing : all veins present ; R, from before or from 1/2, R; approximated to a 
common stalk of R, and R; at base, R, and R; long-stalked from angle, R; to termen, 
Cura and Cu» stalked from angle, and 1A+2A forming a long basal fork; no 
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Fig. 1. Aeolanthes meniscias MEYRICK, Ẹ, wings, the frenulum composed of two bristles missing. 
(X7.) 





Fig. 2. Aeolanthes meniscias MEYRICK, ., seventh abdominal sternite, showing the presence of a 
median patch of fine hairs. (Scale=0.5 mm.) 


parting-veins. Hindwing as broad as forewing ; all veins present ; upper margin of cell 
vestigially preserved towards base and upwardly curved terminally, Rs and M, closely 
approximated at base, connate or stalked, and M, and Cu, either connate or 
short-stalked ; M vestigially preserved or absent in cell; cell short and shorter than 
half the length of wing. 

Abdominal tergites not spined. In 2 seventh abdominal sternite with a patch of 
fine hairs in middle (Fig. 2). 

Genitalia : illustrated by CLARKE (1955: 398-409). In & uncus forming a broad 
sclerotized plate, and gnathos undeveloped; valva with a slender apical arm; 
aedeagus large in proportion to other parts of the genitalia. Coremata absent. In ? 
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papilla analis well developed; apophysis anterioris short and slender ; antrum well 
defined ; signum present or absent. 

Remarks. Although the genus Aeolanthes has long been placed in the Xyloryctidae 
(which HODGES (1978: 7) lowered to the subfamily level, as belonging to the 
Oecophoridae), it was transferred by HODGES (1978: 9)from them to the 
Lecithocerinae which were treated by him as a subfamily of the Gelechiidae. I agree 
with him in thinking that Aeolanthes is not referable to the Xyloryctidae (= 
Xyloryctinae sensu HODGES). However, I am not inclined to the view that Aeolanthes 
is assigned to the Lecithoceridae (=Lecithocerinae sensu HODGES), because the 
gnathos of the genitalia is undeveloped and not produced into a beak-shaped process, 
which is always found in the Lecithoceridae. At present I cannot determine the true 
systematic position of the gelechioid genus Aeolanthes. 


1, Aeolanthes brochiasMEYRICK, 1938, Dt. ent. Z. Iris, 52: 11. Holotype &, China, 
Likiang, British Museum (Nat. Hist.) [examined]. (Figs. 3, 7) 


Specimens examined. Chiang Mai—1 &, Doi Chang Khian (ca 1250 m), 21. VII. 
1981 (H. KUROKO et al.); 1 2, same locality, 27. V. 1983 (H. KUROKO et al.). 

The Thai specimens have the wing-expanse of 18-22 mm. 

Male genitalia: illustrated by CLARKE (1955: 401 — 402). 

Female genitalia: as in Fig. 7. Eighth abdominal sternite well sclerotized. Corpus 
bursae with a small, round accessory bursa. Signa two rather large, oval, sclerotized, 
toothed plates. 

Distribution. Yunnan and North Thailand. 

Remarks. The male genitalia of the Thai specimen agree exactly with those of the 
holotype of this species. 

This species is nearest to the next species, A. meniscias, but may be easily 
distinguished from it, in forewing, by the ground-colour nearly white instead of pale 
ochreous-yellow and by the distinct oval spot in the disc just beyond the end of the cell 
more obliquely placed and proportionally larger, in male genitalia, by the anellus 
without lateral projections and by the vesica without cornuti, and, in female genitalia, 
by the antrum not sclerotized so heavily as that of meniscias and by the accessory 
bursa smaller and half the size of that of meniscias. 

It is also similar in superficial appearance to A. dicraea MEYRICK from Assam and 
A. siphonias MEYRICK from Himachal Pradesh, but differs distinctly in having the 
aforesaid ovate spot in the disc on the forewing; the spot is absent in the latter two 
species. 

The female genitalia of this species have not previously been figured. 


2. Aeolanthes meniscias MEYRICK, 1918, Exot. Microlep., 2: 196. Holotype 2, Burma, 
Koni, British Museum (Nat. Hist.) [examined]. (Figs. 1, 2, 4, 8) 


Specimens examined. Chiang Mai—1 &, Doi Chang Khian (ca 1250 m), 29. V. 1983 
(H. KUROKO et al.); 13,12, Doi Pui (ca 1300 m), 30. V. 1983 (H. KUROKO et al.). 
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Figs. 3-6. Aeolanthes spp. 3. A. brochias MEYRICK, 9; 4. A. meniscias MEYRICK, &; 5. A. 
deltogramma MEYRICK, & ; 6. A. rhodochrysa MEYRICK, &. (All X 4.5.) 


The Thai specimens have the wing-expanse of 20-25 mm. 

Male genitalia : as in Fig. 8. Uncus with caudal margin weakly concave at middle 
and armed with many thorns. Anellus with well-developed lateral projections. Valva 
with apical arm rounded at apex. Aedeagus stout, ending in a sharp process ; vesica 
armed with a cluster of straight, spinose cornuti. 

Female geniatlia : illustrated by CLARKE (1955: 406 — 407). 

Distribution. Upper Burma and North Thailand. 

Remarks. The female genitalia of the Thai specimen I have seen, determined as 
this species, agree with those of the holotype, except that signa are a little larger than 
those of the holotype. 

This species is allied to but distinct from the preceding species as noted under the 
latter. 

The male genitalia of this species have hitherto been unknown. 


3. Aeolanthes deltogramma MEYRICK, 1923, Exot. Microlep., 2: 611. Holotype &, 
Assam, Shillong, British Museum (Nat. Hist.) [examined]. (Fig. 5) 


Specimen examined. Chiang Mai—1 3, Doi Pui(ca 1300 m), 30. V. 1983 (H. 
KUROKO et al.). 
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Figs. 7, 8. Aeolanthes spp., genitalia. 7. A. brochias MEYRICK, Ẹ ; 8. A. meniscias MEYRICK, &. 
(Scale=0.5 mm.) 


The Thai specimen has the wing-expanse of 23 mm. 

Male genitalia: illustrated by CLARKE (1955: 402 — 403). 

2. Unknown. 

Distribution. Assam and North Thailand. 

Remarks. The Thai specimen I have placed under the name of this species is 
somewhat different from the holotype in the forewing with the large equilateral 
triangular white terminal blotch being appreciably smaller. The two, however, agree 
in the genitalia. I am convinced that the present Thai specimens is referable to this 
species. 
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4, Aeolanthes rhodochrysa MEYRICK, 1907, J. Bombay nat. Hist. Soc., 17: 739. 
Lectotype &, Assam, Khasi Hills, British Museum (Nat. Hist.), designated by 
CLARKE (1955: 409) [examined]. (Fig. 6) 


Specimen examined. Chiang Mai—1 &, Doi Suthep (ca 600 m), 20. V. 1983 (H. 
KUROKO et al. ). 

The Thai specimen has the wing-expanse of 16 mm. 

Male genigalia: illustrated by CLARKE (1955: 408-409). Atypical for the genus. 
Uncus absent. Tegumen forming a very narrow band. 

Q. Unknown. 

Distribution. Assam and North Thailand. 

Remarks. The Thai specimen is somewhat smaller than the lectotype of 
rhodochrysa, but I can find no other external differences, and the male genitalia are 
identical. Although I am placing this species in the genus Aeolanthes, I believe that it 
does not belong to Aeolanthes. The proper placement of this species must await a 
revision of Aeolanthes. 
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